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The 2015 vintage is quickly approaching and I 
am hurriedly preparing the winery for grapes. 
As usual, the impending harvest coincides with 
the celebration of a new release and with this 
intersection comes the feeling of excitement. 

This release features two wines that have 
become SHANE WINES’ fan favorites. The 
2013 Charm Pinot Noir and 2013 Villain 
Syrah are wines that define the essence of their 
variety and appellation. It is my pleasure to 
share them with you. Enjoy!

Greetings from 
the warm and 
dry environs of 
Sonoma County!
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•  WE’VE MOVED! SHANE WINES IS 
NOW ON WESTSIDE ROAD AT ALYSIAN 
WINERY – A NEW WINEMAKING 
PARTNER.

•  LOOK FOR TWO OF MY NEW 
WINEMAKING PROJECTS: THIRTY-
SEVEN WINES AND ALDENALLI.

NEWS AND UPDATES

DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW ME  
ON TWITTER @SHANEWINES AND ON  
FACEBOOK (SHANE WINE CELLARS) 

FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS  
AND INSIGHTS!

CONNECT WITH ME!

https://twitter.com/shanewines
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Shane-Wine-Cellars/104448520699?fref=ts


2013, PINOT NOIR, THE CHARM  
RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY, 425 CASES

 
The 2013 Charm is sourced primarily from 
the Floodgate Vineyard as well as the Graham 
Vineyard. Both vineyards embody the classic 
spirit of the Russian River Valley and its 
Goldridge soils. The vineyards produce wines of 
supple texture and a bright red fruit profile.

In 2013, I added an additional clone at the 
Floodgate Vineyard; the 777 clone provided 
mid-palate depth and structure to the blend. 
I continued to source the juicy and seductive 
667 clone and the spicy, dark fruited old-vine 
Martini selection Pinot Noir planted in 1969. 
Together, these clones harmonized seamlessly to 
create a Pinot Noir of great depth and stature. 

Luckily, in addition to Floodgate, I sourced two 
tons of mixed clones (667, 777, and Calera) 
from the Graham Vineyard in 2013. This parcel 
sits in the cool Green Valley sub-appellation 
of the Russian River Valley. The owner/grower 
Howard Graham and his vineyard manager - 
Charlie Chenoweth – are area stalwarts. The 
Graham Vineyard is known for its acidity as 
well as deft fruit and spice balance.

Eighty percent Floodgate Vineyard and twenty 
percent Graham Vineyard, aged in thirty-five 
percent new French oak for fourteen months, 
with ten percent whole cluster inclusion, The 
Charm is a panoply of red fruit with bright 
acidity and firm structure. 425 cases produced.

MY NOTES

The Charm has a deep garnet color. The 
aromatics are highlighted by a mélange of 
red fruits and baking spices. Elements of 
rose petals, Rainer cherries, allspice and ripe 
strawberries accentuate the aromatics. The 
plush mid-palate exhibits tones of raspberries, 
cardamom, and red apple skin. Focused acidity 
and refined tannins shape the finish filled with 
pluot, cinnamon, and cola.

2013 SYRAH, THE VILLAIN 
SANTA LUCIA HIGHLANDS, 145 CASES

 
Almost a decade ago I began working with 
Santa Lucia Highlands Pinot Noir (during 
my six year stint at Kosta Browne). I have 
been infatuated with the region ever since. 
The windy and fog laden microclimate of this 
Monterey County outpost is one of California 
viticulture’s most unique. As I have mentioned 
before, the Santa Lucia Highlands is arguably 
the state’s most dynamic Syrah growing region. 

Also, once again, my winemaking has benefit 
from the stewardship of the artful Mark Pisoni 
and Gary Franscioni. Their meticulous farming 
helps coax the true essence of Syrah. For these 
reasons, it is my pleasure to release the third 
installment of the Santa Lucia Highlands 
Villain Syrah. 

A blend of Susan’s Hill at Pisoni Vineyards 
(fifty percent) and Garys’ Vineyard (fifty 
percent), fermented with seventy percent 
whole clusters, and aged for fourteen months 
in twenty percent new French oak, the Villain 
Syrah expresses the perfect balance between 
savory and seductive. 145 cases produced.

MY NOTES

An inky black color, the Villain is dense 
and beguiling. Its aromatics of violets, 
blackberries, dark chocolate, and cassis are 
heady and intense. The rich tannins blend with 
blueberries, green tea, tar, and crème de cassis. 
The seductive finish exudes graphite, chocolate 
covered cherries, boysenberries and hints of 
sandalwood.

THE WINES
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